

Instructions for Teen Blogging Workshop 

Content of Blog Class

Part 1

► Blogs Defined – General Background on the What, Why and How

► Blog Examples

► Blog Safety

Part 2

► Blog Planning (formulating a purpose)

► Blog Creation 

► Changing Profile: Security Settings & Adding photos
Part 3

► Blog Maintenance

► Blog Ethics
► Class Evaluation

Blogs Defined: The What, Why and How 
Blogs Defined:

· Blog, short for “Weblog”: 
· Share definition from TeensOnline member Rohan [pull up TeenLinks What is a Blog page, http://www.hclib.org/teens/blogs/blog_webpage.htm]: 

“A blog is a Web journal. After you set up an account with any number of blogging sites, you can post entries for either public or private viewing. You then have a custom web address you can pass out to people so your friends and/or family can read your thoughts. You can talk about anything! It’s all up to you. You’ll create a Web address and a blot title, the more creative the better.”

· You can add entries as often as you like – daily, weekly, whatever your preference – and entries show up chronologically.

· You can also invite and display comments from people who visit your blog.

Why Do People Blog?

· Ask participants if they know people who have blogs and how they are used.

· Some other reasons people have blogs [show examples, where possible]

· Personal Journal/Diary
· Way to share thoughts and experiences with friends

· Chronicle a vacation

· Write about an area of interest

· Cover news in a subject area or place
· Form of online conversation or community discussion
· Authors – to promote and keep in touch with readers

· Advocacy – to use as a tool for activism

· “Digital Paper”

· Other ideas?

Where can you host your blog?

· Tour various blog hosting sites and discuss features, benefits, age requirements, caveats that go along with each one
· Blogger http://www.blogger.com [point out this is the one we will be using]
· Xanga http://www.xanga.com 
· My Space http://www.myspace.com 
· Live Journal http://www.livejournal.com
· Blurty http://www.blurty.com  
· Some use these services but host their blog on their own server, using a personal web address. 
· Do participants know of any others?
Safe Blogging 

· Read through the Smart Blogging Handout

· Discuss as a group and brainstorm other potential dangers of blogging and how teens can protect themselves

Blog Planning    
· Have participants use blank sheet of paper next to them to write down:
· Blog Title [give some good examples of blog titles]
· Blog Description
· Brief sentence about how they’re planning to use their blog 
· Ask participants to share ideas, if they are open to doing so
· Distribute handout: Blog Creation Instructions
· Invite Questions
Blog Creation 
· Walk participants through the step-by-step blog creation instruction handout [stop after participants have completed all steps on pages 1 & 2]
· Make sure that participants write down their username and password 

· Talk about safe screen names – participants should not use screen names that make them easily identifiable

· Participants without a personal e-mail account can use HCL’s blog class e-mail account
· hclteenbloggers@yahoo.com
· password: hennepin 
· Create first post – Have participants follow instructions on page 3 of handout

Changing Profile Settings To Protect Identity [5-10 minutes]
· Provide an overview of the ways that participants can change settings to limit accessibility of profile information or ability to post to one’s blog. 

· From the Dashboard, Click on “Edit Profile” Discuss the following:

· Sharing Profile

· Showing Real Name (advise against and have participants make sure this box is NOT checked)

· Show e-mail address (advise against and have participants make sure this box is NOT checked)

· Advise against providing first and last name in fields provided – make sure participants have not filled this out

· Discuss the vulnerabilities that go along with providing:

· Geographical location

· IM User Name

· Any other information that assists a stranger in identifying you and your whereabouts

· From the blog administration page, participants can choose to list their blog in the Blogger directory. 
· Click on Settings. Choose Yes or No for the question “Add Your Blog to Our Listings?”

· Remind participants that even if you refrain from listing your site in a directory, it is still available to the public and should never be assumed to be private. Keep this in mind when posting – never assume that your blog is private and that no one can read it, even if you never give out your address to people you know.

Sharing Blogs


Invite participants to share their blogs for display within the group

Evaluation [3-5 minutes]

Pass out evaluations and have participants complete and hand in.
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